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Environmental activism

• What words would describe a stereotypical environmental activist?





Famous environmentalists

• Name some famous Environmental activists?







What about?



What about?



Should Christians care about the 
environment?



How green is God?

• God saw all that he had made, and it was very good (Gen 1:31)
• The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it (Gen 2:15) 
• The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1) 
• The time has come for judging the dead and for rewarding your 

servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your 
name, both small and great – and for destroying those who destroy 
the earth (Rev 11:18)

• Conclusion – we should care about the environment



Environmental Justice
“Equal access to a clean environment and equal protection from possible 

environmental harm irrespective of race, income, class, or any other 
differentiating feature of socioeconomic status”  - Cutter (1995)

• Originated in protests in the 1980s by community groups in the USA 
against the repeated siting of polluting factories and waste sites in 
predominantly black neighbourhoods and indigenous peoples' 
reservations







there is a statistically significant relationship where race 
becomes “whiter” and less “African American” as the 
Euclidean distance increases from superfund sites



We conclude that racial discrimination and sociopolitical explanations (i.e., the proposition 
that siting decisions follow the 'path of least resistance') best explain present-day inequities.



House price, income and unemployment were all significant predictors of exposure



• Communities that have access to fewest cars tend to suffer from the highest 
levels of air pollution, whereas those in which car ownership is greatest enjoy the 
cleanest air. 

• Those communities that are most polluted and which also emit the least pollution 
tend to be amongst the poorest in Britain.



• outdoor pollution levels are higher in socially deprived areas and neighbourhoods 
with a high proportion of low income households. 



The Environmental Justice Atlas is a collection of cases of communities struggling for 
environmental justice around the world. https://ejatlas.org/

https://ejatlas.org/


“the distribution of risk to coastal flooding is disproportionately higher in environmentally 
vulnerable places, such as coastal urban low-lying areas, and among socially vulnerable 
populations, such as Pacific peoples, people aged 65 and over, and people of low-income and 
high deprivation.”











https://www.worldvision.org.nz/about/faqs/%E2%80%8Bhow-does-climate-change-impact-people-living-in-p/

https://www.worldvision.org.nz/about/faqs/%E2%80%8Bhow-does-climate-change-impact-people-living-in-p/


https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/climate-change-affects-poverty

https://www.oxfam.org.nz/sites/default/files/reports/Suffering_Science_Oxfam.pdf

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_and_poverty

https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/climate-change-affects-poverty
https://www.oxfam.org.nz/sites/default/files/reports/Suffering_Science_Oxfam.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change_and_poverty


Urban environment



• There were significant negative associations between distance (access) to licensed outlets and 
the incidence of serious violent offences with greater levels of violent offending recorded in areas 
with close access to any licensed premises compared to those areas with least access.

• The quintile of areas having the greatest rates of violent offences also had the highest level of 
deprivation with the opposite being true for those areas with the lowest violent offence rates



Food environments in New Zealand within walking proximity to schools are 
characterized by a high density of fast-food outlets and convenience stores, 
particularly in more-socially deprived settings.









Social equity

He has showed you, oh man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, (Luke 4:18)

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much
grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time
to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the
sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had
need. (Acts 4:32-35)



The new urbanist

“It is important that the different parts of a city be well integrated and that 
those who live there have a sense of the whole, rather than being confined 
to one neighbourhood and failing to see the larger city as space which they 
share with others.”
“The quality of life in cities has much to do with systems of transport, 
which are often a source of much suffering for those who use them.”
“The feeling of asphyxiation brought on by densely populated residential 
areas is countered if close and warm relationships develop, if communities 
are created.”



Jorge Mario Bergoglio



http://thisbigcity.net/pope-francis-i-a-new-era-of-mass-transit/

From ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’ OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME. 24 May 2015. 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf

http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf


Environment and social justice

• The poor and marginalised suffer most from poor environments
• If we care for people, we have to care for the environment!




